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in India. The European inhabitants might at any moment be
required to stand to their arms. If organized and drilled they
would all the better evince the national qualities which during
the late disturbances had been so conspicuous. He dwelt much
on the public services which such a corps as that then before
Trim might have rendered had it existed in Calcutta during the
critical months of 1857.

One of his first official acts was the publication of a Govern-
ment Gazette to thank the officers and men for their gallantry
and endurance during the recent operations on the Indus fron-
tier, which have been already mentioned. The expedition
against certain hill tribes of the mountains overhanging the
Indus had begun as a little war, but soon grew into a
serious affair. The tribes had shewn much prowess in several
actions, the issue of which was not quite satisfactory to the
British troops and commanders. Much apprehension was felt
lest these particular tribes should combine with those of the
neighbouring hills and a general movement arise all along
the trans-Indus border, although previous experience shewed
that one of the fortunate peculiarities of these tribes was their
incapacity for combination. The authorities, however, deemed
it advisable to make extensive preparations for any ulterior
operations which might become necessary. The hostile junction,
as anticipated by some, failed to occur, and the resistance of the
tribes after a short time ceased or collapsed. The result though
victorious was hardly proportionate to the means employed,
and less successful than that of the previous expeditions on the
trans-Indus frontier already mentioned in chapter V.

This was not the only occurrence causing John Lawrence's
thoughts to revert to that frontier with which in former
years he had been familiar. A despatch had recently been
received from the Bombay Government, of which Sir Bartle
Frere was the head, comparing the management of that portion
of the trans-Indus frontier which was under the Bombay
Government with the administration of that section which was
under the Panjab, and naturally drawing conclusions very
favourable to the Bombay authorities. The Bombay section